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earned many badges for his marksman-
ship, including one for hitting his tar-
get 73 out of 75 times. 

Kevin also had a love for old cars. He 
bought a 1965 Pontiac Le Mans and re-
built it from the ground up. He at-
tended countless car shows and won 
several trophies. 

In July 2007 Kevin fulfilled a lifelong 
goal and honored the service of his fa-
ther Daniel, who earned a Purple Heart 
for his service in Vietnam, by enlisting 
in the U.S. Army. He completed basic 
training that November. 

One of Kevin’s closest friends, Tris-
tan Miller, joined the Army within 
months of Kevin. Kevin ‘‘was enlisting 
in a time of war and he chose to enlist 
as an infantryman,’’ Tristan recalls. 
‘‘Kevin knew what he was going into. 
This was something he volunteered to 
do. Kevin knew something was wrong 
out there, and he was going to take a 
stand about it.’’ 

Kevin was later based at Fort Lewis, 
WA, where he met the woman who 
would become his wife, Krystal, in the 
fall of 2008. On March 22, 2009, they 
were married, just a few days before 
Kevin’s 27th birthday. Kevin also grew 
very close to Krystal’s son Brian and 
enjoyed spending time as a dad. 

Then, in July, Kevin was deployed to 
Afghanistan—his first deployment. He 
deployed as part of 4th Platoon, Alpha 
Company, 1st Battalion, 17th Infantry 
Regiment, 5th Stryker Brigade Combat 
Team, 2nd Infantry Division, based out 
of Fort Lewis. He was promoted to spe-
cialist and assigned to be a mortar car-
rier driver, a responsibility given to 
those soldiers among the best able to 
remain calm in the face of a crisis. No 
doubt Kevin’s lifetime of preparation, 
going back to his boyhood neighbor-
hood patrols, served him well for his 
greatest and final role. 

‘‘It was an honor to be his parents,’’ 
says Sandra Graham, Kevin’s mother. 
‘‘Truly an honor.’’ 

We are thinking of Kevin’s family 
and friends today, including his wife 
Krystal, his stepson Brian, his mother 
Sandra, his brothers Daniel, Sean, and 
Scott, and many other beloved family 
members and friends. Kevin’s father, 
Daniel Graham, a hero in his own 
right, has sadly passed on. 

Mr. President, I know my U.S. Sen-
ate colleagues join me in expressing 
our deepest condolences to the family 
of SPC Kevin J. Graham and great 
gratitude for his life of honorable serv-
ice and his enormous sacrifice in uni-
form. Without heroes like Specialist 
Graham, our country could not be free. 
I hope it is some small measure of com-
fort to his family that the life of Spe-
cialist Graham has been remembered 
and appropriately honored here in the 
U.S. Senate. 

Those of us in this body must never 
forget the men and women such as Spe-
cialist Graham who built the founda-
tion upon which our democracy stands. 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
HEITKAMP). Under the previous order 
the leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business until 12 
noon, with the time equally divided be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The as-
sistant majority leader. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, 14 
dead, 82 wounded—that grim statistic 
was reported this weekend. It was not 
from Baghdad. It was not from Damas-
cus. It was not from Gaza. No, it was 
not from the Middle East. It was from 
the Midwest. It was from the city of 
Chicago—14 dead, 82 wounded over the 
Fourth of July weekend. 

This morning the Chicago Tribune 
headline read: ‘‘2 dead, 9 hurt in shoot-
ings on the South, West sides’’—last 
night. A 17-year-old boy who would 
have started college orientation Thurs-
day was shot to death Tuesday night in 
the Brainerd neighborhood, one of at 
least 11 people shot across the city 
since Tuesday afternoon. A boy was 
struck in the chest and back and died 
on the scene. Four minutes later, on 
the West Side, a 23-year-old man was 
fatally shot as he rode his bicycle in a 
Humboldt Park neighborhood. 

The story goes on to recount each 
and every incident. These numbers 
cloak the grief that families are now 
going through as someone they love is 
either gone or seriously injured. When 
you listen to their voices, you under-
stand what life is like in the mean 
streets on the South Side and West 
Side of Chicago. 

Greg Baron, a 20-year-old from Chi-
cago’s South Side, has already been a 
victim of gun violence once. He spoke 
to the Chicago Tribune yesterday and 
said: ‘‘I have to watch my back every 
day because I do not want to get killed 
or shot again.’’ 

Marsha Lee, a Chicago mother, has 
already lost one son to gun violence. 
She recently described how she had to 
teach her three little girls how to take 
care of themselves when it came to the 
gunfire. She told National Public 
Radio: ‘‘You have to get down low, get 
down on the ground, and stay on the 
ground until it’s over, and when it’s 
over you have to check yourself and 
check one another to see if anybody 
has been hit.’’ 

Life in Chicago, life in America—I 
agree with Mayor Rahm Emanuel of 
Chicago. This type of violence is abso-
lutely unacceptable. While the number 
of murders in Chicago statistically is, 
thankfully, down compared to last 
year, there are still too many deaths 

from gun violence and too many people 
living in fear. Who pays the price? The 
families do, but all of us do. 

The University of Chicago Crime Lab 
calculates the total cost of gun vio-
lence in America at around $100 billion 
a year—$100 billion. That is a stag-
gering number. Cook County, which, of 
course, contains the city of Chicago, 
estimates the trauma care for each 
shooting victim costs $52,000 on aver-
age. So for last weekend, with 80 
wounded Chicagoans, we just added $4 
million in health care costs, assuming 
that they can be treated and released 
at some point in the near future. 

It is time to do something about it. 
It is time to stop talking about it. I did 
some polls across our State, and even 
more important, as I visited the State, 
I asked questions from one end to the 
other. We are quite a diverse State. 
Southern Illinois is the South. As the 
late Paul Simon used to say: Southern 
Illinois is the land of grits and gospel 
music—small town America. It is rural. 
It is where my family roots are. I know 
what they think about guns. Guns are 
part of the culture. Guns are part of 
the family experience. A father taking 
his son or even his daughter out to 
hunt is an important moment in each 
of their lives. 

They value the ownership of guns and 
overwhelmingly use them responsibly 
and legally for hunting and for target 
practice. Still, when you speak to 
those people about gun violence in the 
cities and ask them a very basic ques-
tion, these proud gun owners respond 
in a way that I am proud of. They agree 
that no convicted felon and no person 
mentally unstable should be able to 
buy a gun, period. 

We considered that on the floor of 
the Senate—the Manchin-Toomey 
amendment. Close the gun show loop-
hole. Ask the question: Have you been 
convicted of a felony? Is there some-
thing in your background that suggests 
a mental instability that should pro-
hibit you from owing a gun? We could 
not pass that measure. 

But I offered another measure as 
well. It is one that relates to this basic 
issue. If we want to keep guns out of 
the hands of those who would misuse 
them, if we want to protect the rights 
of law-abiding, respectful citizens who 
own firearms and follow the law, then 
we should take care and make sure we 
do everything in our power to keep 
guns out of the hands of folks who will 
use them to hurt and kill innocent peo-
ple. 

The superintendent of police in Chi-
cago is Gary McCarthy. I like Gary a 
lot. He came to Chicago from New 
York, hired by Mayor Emanuel. He 
really has rolled up his sleeves and 
gone out in the streets and tried to 
tackle this terrible issue of gun vio-
lence. They asked him about this week-
end, with 14 dead and 82 wounded in 
Chicago. 

He said: ‘‘Something has to happen 
to slow down the straw purchasing that 
happens in this State.’’ Let me explain 
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